.0 . 7 . 5. (Tt ), o o (Tt )
TFT T 2TTET AR HENATAT, A7 (R X220



="

= R U T E - R HEe R |

" AT R St & S ERI&@ @l A
it qrEiE 2

" AT AR U8 FAET & AT Z20a0 2
& 2° Sq @@ qoUl & §8ddr o
A F B & LU g 1B,
A, TF 2 2



" FERIEAT 2 6 A Rrw = &
e T T @@ aQw, Ey
TR L& T A& 33T HT M 2V el

" G RRU/EER R 3
(FE) F TACT [@0F & THAT 0
IREA & P W T & §A
AAEAERAT 43T & & @ ar av
HEAT 21









- uEg™ \

T A I W EEE A
S Afm AENE T,
| S, wo, e, wdt
S A & w0 T
“‘\aaﬁ%r% AETH Fedld £




‘Envirotoons’: an impressive way to environmental awareness

A cartoon has an intrinsic ability to catch
everyone’s attention and is sometimes
more effective than words. The well-
studied learning behaviour of humans
shows that communication through car-
toons is one of the most effective methods
to convey a message. This method can be
used to discuss even complex scientific
concepts with people — whether students
in a classroom or lay persons. Although
any idea in science can be explained
through cartoons, they have particular
utility in understanding environmental
science because of the interdisciplinary
nature and universal significance of the

subject. A cartoon having content related
to environmental science can be popu-
larly called an ‘envirotoon’, which is
about much more than just having fun. It
can deliver the essence of an environ-
mental phenomenon or concept in an
understandable manner.

Today, improvement and maintenance
of environmental quality has become one
of the prime global objectives of all
nations, including India. As an effort to
protect our environmental wealth, the
subject has been included in almost all
the academic syllabi in our country. The
prime objective of this attempt is to

make students environmentally con-
scious. Not just students, now it is time
that everybody has to be aware of certain
important local and global environmental
issues, like anthropogenic impacts on the
environment, and the management prac-
tices we employ for environmental health
improvement. Until people understand
the importance of environmental protec-
tion and participate in conservation cam-
paigns, the scenario cannot be changed.
Making people aware about the environ-
mental impacts of their activities will
indirectly help in improving environ-
mental quality. In such efforts, utilization

of ‘envirotoons’ may help in explaining
environmental sciences to lay persons in
general, and students in particular. The
use of ‘envirotoons’ can significantly
improve the quality of traditional educa-
tion system and even of the PowerPoint
presentation-oriented new teaching trends
in schools, colleges and university
departments'.

India is gifted with numerous great
cartoonists and high-quality environmen-
tal scientists and academicians. But, to
become an ‘envirotoonist’, one must
have a good combination of both these
talents. Understanding a scientific con-
cept, capturing the idea, and developing
it into an educational and humorous eye-
catching cartoon includes a lot of labori-
ous work. Making effective environmental
cartoons involves research by itself.
Though there are several science car-
toonists in India, their number is low and
few of them produce cartoons on a regu-
lar basis. Pradeep K. Srivastava (Central
Drug Research Institute, Lucknow), a

pioneer in developing ‘scientoons’ (popu-
lar name of science cartoons), is working
to develop a network of Indian science
cartoonists’.

One can find numerous cartoons on
environmental issues such as climate
change and biodiversity conservation,
but the creators of many of them might
have only a superficial knowledge of
environmental concepts. Thus, there is a
need to develop logical, unbiased and
objective-specific informative ‘enviro-
toons’ that can be used to educate peo-
ple. In addition to other media, internet,
which is one of the most frequently used
resources of information today, will
effectively help in communicating the
‘envirotoons’ among people. When talk-
ing about the platform for ‘envirotoons’
in India, Current Science is credited with
providing space for good-quality science
cartoons under the section ‘Smile with
science!’

In my opinion, further work is needed
in our country to develop a national-level

peer-reviewed depository for environ-
mental science-based cartoons which can
be translated into different languages.
Use of such ‘envirotoons” will not only
develop interest for the subject among
students, but enhance the effectiveness of
environment awareness and management
programmes.

1. Agoramoorthy, G., Curr. Sci., 2012, 102,
1620-1621.
2. www.scientoon.com
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Science Cartoon Competition
Results!

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII'II!IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
Here are the results of the Science Cartoon Competition announced by Science Reporter!

\ Best Entry: Habitat by Shri Santosh Kumar Sharma
Second Best Entry: Bahenji... by Shri Rehan Yusuf
Third Best Entry: Science Museum by Shri Palash Lakhera

Besides, cartoons of many contestants have been found worth publishing. All such contributors would be sent an
acceptance letter.

While the winning entries are being published in this issue, entries found worth publishing would be published in
the forthcoming issues of Science Reporter.

CONGRATULATIONS WINNERS!

SCIENCE REPORTER, August 2008 63
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